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alike the truths of Salvation. It seems to have been the idea which St
^Iphonsus Liguori carried out in the Redemptorists in 1731, The
potion, however, was much opposed by the Oratorians, and Pope
Clement VIII, who probably learned the facts of the project from St Philip,
ordered the prospective Founder to remain where he was and sanctify
himself and souls in the Congregation of St Philip.
After the death of St Philip, Fr. Ancina returned to Rome as Superior
Of the Oratory there. Already rumours were busy with his name as
bishop of Nice or Vercelli, and to avert the threatened mitre, the good
Father went into a kind of hiding, by sojourning with different religious
Orders. When staying at San Severino, he received a message from
Clement VIII bidding him return which he did, resuming his spiritual
labours and also making the acquaintance of, or rather forming a strong
friendship with, St Francis of Sales, Prince-Bishop of Geneva.
On 26th August, 1602, he was expressly nominated Bishop of Saluzzo
by Pope Clement VIII. Already when walking along the road near
permo upon one occasion, he was told by a soldier whom he chanced to
meet, that he would one day be a bishop, which " prophecy " the good
Father treated as a jest, though the prognostication was now confirmed
by another remark from a gardener who observed, that such an appoint-
ment must be the Will of God, and that it ought to be taken " as it
comes." Fr. Ancina was consecrated on ist September, 1602, by Cardinal
Borghese who three years later ascended the pontifical throne as Paul V.
The place of the ceremony was the Church of St Maria in Vallecella.
As bishop, the Blessed Ancina showed his wonted zeal but in an
even more intense form. He preached not only in the Churches, but in
the public squares. During the Carnival time he gave the spiritual
exercises to divert people from sinful amusements, and he used his well-
known powers of peace-maker to establish and promote goodwill among
people at variance. He found his diocese, which Julius II made im-
mediately dependent on the Holy See, in a very sad plight. The region
like most of the others in the North of Italy, had not recovered from the
awful demoralization that was the bitter legacy of the wars of the Emperor
Charles V and Francis I of France (1522-46), while the Reformation
in Germany, Switzerland and France, had sadly injured the religious
fervour and even belief of the people. Morals were corrupt, the Clergy
slothful, negligent and occasionally scandalous, and the Churches slovenly
and uncared for. Added to this were a number of pagan customs which
undermined piety and made general improvement very difficult. To
remedy this deplorable state of things, the new bishop began with prayer.
He ordered the devotion of the " Forty Hours " to be observed in all the
Churches. He next withdrew spiritual faculties from all priests and ecclesi-